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HOME STYLE

LOUISE SURETTE

It took Kate Walker seven years
to secure her dream home.
Now she’s finally making it her own.

Worth the wait
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HEN Kate Walker found her dream
home, she had to wait seven years
before she could finally call it her own.
But the long wait and subsequent
effort involved in bringing it back to
its former glory were well worth it.
For a time, Ms Walker even lived
next door, admiring the 1930s sandstone home’s
potential from a distance and loving that it was one
of the original homes in the area.
“I put it out there into the universe,” recalled Ms
Walker, a designer, of her dream to live in the home.
“I’m a big believer in that. It may have taken seven
years but it happened.”
Ms Walker, who lives with her two children, Charlie,
12, and Jemima, 10, moved from Armadale to Mt
Martha on the Mornington Peninsula 11 years ago.
She went on to try out a number of different homes
in various pockets of the area, but when the home she
had been coveting finally went on the market 18
months ago, she jumped at the chance to own it herself.
With a large garden to attend to, Ms Walker made
that her first priority, creating a classic English garden
with defined sitting areas that could follow the sun.

“The local community is so lovely, they would knock
on the door and say how much they loved what I’d
done,” she said, adding the home was in the older
section of Mt Martha on what was a former golf course.
While the garden took five months in total, the
interior renovation was turned around in a quick six
weeks, with Ms Walker rallying her troops including
trusted tradespeople and her interior designer sister,
Amy Spargo of Maine House Interiors.
The home was dark and heavy with green carpet
and drapes in every room, but looking past that, Ms
Walker admired the stucco plaster walls, original
schoolhouse windows and french doors.
“I couldn’t wait to sink my teeth into it,” she said of
the renovation. “On the first day I took ownership, I
went over and started ripping the carpet out myself. I’m
not a DIYer, but I couldn’t wait to see the floorboards
underneath, which I then had polished up.”
Ms Walker and her sister made the perfect creative
team, having come from a family whose livelihood has
been immersed in design. Their father is a successful
ceramic tile merchant, while their mother is talented at
interior design. Meanwhile, Ms Walker owns her own
hard-finishes design and consultation company, KWD.
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NEW SEASON STYLES IN STORE AND ONLINE NOW

$999

$1,099

$1,299

MIAMI 5PC DINING SET

JETSON 3PC SUNLOUNGE BUNDLE

LINDEMAN 7PC ALUMINIUM BAR SET

$1,799
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$499

$1,999

OXFORD MODULAR LOUNGE SET

BAHAMAS 4PC LOUNGE SET

CALAIS 4PC TIMBER LOUNGE SET

CHARLOTTE 3

ALSO AVAILABLE IN WHITE

ALSO AVAILABLE IN KOBO DARK GREY

ALSO AVAILABLE IN WHITE

www.outdoorlivingdirect.com.au
*No layby *While stocks last *No rainchecks *Delivery can be arranged at a competitive rate *Accessories sold separately
MHSE01Z01RE - V1

35

Postscript
WITH KATE WALKER
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Stripping the house back and returning it to the way
it was meant to look was Ms Walker’s primary focus.
As for the interiors, she and Ms Spargo took great
care curating the look so it was both a comfortable
family home but also had a highly designed aesthetic.
She described the look as part British colonial and
part Chinoiserie, with a nod to American east coast
style. The dark furniture is beautifully offset by lots
of white and blue, including the front door.
“I love blue, it is a very calming colour and makes it
a very serene home,” Ms Walker said. “I’ve always
collected blue and white china since I was a young girl.”
Ms Walker combed garage sales and Ms Spargo
researched the Gumtree website, looking for pieces
that would stand the test of time and look like they
had always been in the home.
Further renovations are planned for next year,
which will give the family more space, including a
new kitchen, living and dining wing.
“There are only three of us living here, but I am
focused on making every single space in the home
usable,” she said. “The extension will be a seamless
addition to the existing structure.”
For now, however, the trio is happy to enjoy time
together, especially on the weekends.
“The weekends are all about building Lego or
jumping on the trampoline,” Ms Walker said. “Just
doing mum things and really decompressing after the
week. We really do take the foot off the accelerator on
the weekend.”
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AUGUSTA 3PC FOLDABLE BISTRO SET
ALSO AVAILABLE IN BLACK

$1,599

$1,899

DALLAS 4PC LOUNGE SET 311CT

3PC CONCRETE DINING SET

ALSO AVAILABLE IN GUNMETAL

CHELTENHAM
SHOWROOM
V1 - MHSE01Z01RE

337 Warrigal Road
Cheltenham (03) 9583 3060

EVERGLADE 200CM TABLE + X2 190CM BENCH SEATS

HOPPERS
CROSSING
SHOWROOM

283 Old Geelong Road
Hoppers Crossing (03) 8742 2931

