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H&G AT HOME WITH

Lucky charm

A long-held wish came true when designer Kate Walker
secured a 1930s charmer in coastal Victoria for her family.
STORY Rosa Senese | STYLING Julia Green | PHOTOGRAPHY Martina Gemmola

Stylist's assistants Katie Logan & Sidonia Thomas.
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FEATURE TREES
& PLANTS

Camellia sasanqua
‘Paradise Blush’

Echium
Chinese wisteria

Magnolia grandiflora
‘Kay Parris’
‘Pierre de Ronsard’
and ‘Souvenir de la

Malmaison’ roses

Murraya hedge
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fter moving from Melbourne to Mount

Martha as a young mum 10 years ago,

Kate Walker would stroll through the

streets of this Mornington Peninsula

town with toddler Charlie and baby

Jemima in a double pram. Over the years, as the

family moved from house to house in the area,

she kept an eye on her favourite pocket and in

2015 was rewarded with the chance to buy her

ideal home there, just a short walk from the local
beach and its colourful bathing huts.

In the meantime, Kate had established KWD,

her own design practice, and could see past the

property’s superficial disadvantages - the drab
grey exterior and untended garden, pink interior
walls and green carpet - to the 1150m?2 corner
block and elegant bones of the 1930s sandstone
house. “It’s one of the oldest in the area,” she says.
“I loved the uniqueness of its architecture and
the potential to create an English-style garden,
so I jumped at the chance.”

Postponing structural changes, bar the removal
of one wall, Kate reinvented the interior within
the existing envelope. “As I'm in the business of
making homes beautiful for my clients, I wanted
something Highly designed,” she explains. P
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LIVING this page, top left and opposite “| pick a lot of flowers from the garden,” says Kate. Dining table, sofa, coffee table and rug, KWD. Armchair in Thibaut ‘Island
Coral’ fabric. Cushion in Kelly Wearstler ‘Edo’ fabric. Outdoor table and chairs, Freedom. Artwork above sideboard by Claire Spring. KITCHEN Glass-fronted units
display Kate's china collection. Vase, Waterford. Artwork by Claire Spring. UPSTAIRS LIVING The coffee table and bamboo chair belonged to Kate’s grandmother.
Toys are stored in the white lkea cabinets. Sofa and pendant light, KWD. The hardwood floorboards have been sanded back and stained their original colour. Artwork
by Claire Spring. FRONT YARD The new gate is sympathetic to the 1939 house. Always Greener Landscaping brought to life Kate’s dream of a classic English garden.
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T love texture and creating layers with
beautiful upholstery, rugs and carpets.
This house is an eclectic mixture that reflects
the woven pattern of my life.’ kate walker

DINING Kate removed a row of walf u
the room feel more open. She had the dining chairs re-covered in Su
outdoor fabrics so they could be easily wiped down and wetldn't



To balance the project with her client workload,
Kate enlisted the help of her sister, Amy Spargo
of Maine House Interiors design studio. Together,
they’ve created an inviting coastal haven that is
elegant but relaxed. The blue front door opens to
a bright, sunsplashed interior filled with a mix
of classic design references.

“I definitely didn't want to follow a trend, but I
love British colonial, American coastal and
Chinoiserie styles, so elements of those are
present throughout the house,” says Kate.

The entry hall gives access to interconnected
dining, living and kitchen spaces on one side,
with a bedroom, bathroom and laundry on the
other. Upstairs are two additional bedrooms, a
multi-purpose space, study nook and bathroom.

Personalising each space is a harmonious
composition of designer pieces and garage-sale
finds, family pieces rich in meaning and much-
loved collectables, as well as a number of specially

AT HOME WITH H&G

commissioned artworks — Kate’s biggest splurge
- along with beautiful rugs.

Sea breezes waft in through french doors and
sash windows, while the landscaped grounds are
a magnet for extended family. Charlie, now 13,
and Jemima, 10, can be found playing in the pool
oron an inground trampoline with their cousins,
while adults tend the barbecue or enjoy a G&T
under the jacaranda. A self-contained flat that
Kate used as her first KWD studio now makes a
fine poolhouse and children’s retreat.

On the agenda for this year is a major addition
at the front of the home. With her typical devotion
to detail, Kate has already tracked down original
moulds to replicate the exterior’s reconstituted
sandstone blocks. “They will look like theyive
always been there,” she says. “I'm committed to
keeping the character of the house.” | >
KWD, Mount Martha, Victoria; (03) 59‘4,}800
or katewalkerdesign.com.au.



DRESSING ROOM Vintage Chinoiserie chairs, found on Gumtree
by Kate’s sister Amy Spargo, are framed by an arched doorway.
DESK A roll-top design fits neatly into this alcove off the landing,
surrounded by family photos. Globes, Adairs. The model boat was

a present from Kate’s mother. MAIN BEDROOM Brass, timber and
dark-stained cane look resplendent against a wall in Dulux Blue Oar.
Custom bedhead. LANDING Kate stretched a David Bromley quilt
over canvas. Lamp, Home Station. Kimono, Warriors of the Divine.
The antique bobbin-leg table is on loan from Amy.
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Stained Glass'i

the perfect colour

for a coastal
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